That subtle, eerie shifting between near-identical spaces makes for incredible environmental
storytelling and navigation!

It creates a "Slightly Shifted Parallel" / "Transitional Threshold" mechanic. When the player
plays Moonsinthe and steps through the rift, they enter a room that feels hauntingly
familiar—almost an exact layout copy of the room they just left in the base world—except for
key physical differences:

e A Door That Wasn't There: In the base world's General Store, a solid brick wall sits
behind the counter. In the Rift-shifted variation of the store, that wall features a heavy
iron archway leading into a long subterranean hallway.

o Altered Geometry & Access: A collapsed pile of timber or locked gate blocking a
passage in the base world room is intact, removed, or opened in the rift variant, allowing
you to walk straight through.

e A Spatial Bridge: Walking through that newly opened passage and exiting out its far
door brings you back into a completely different, distant base-world location (e.g.,
entering the rift inside the General Store, walking through its altered back door, and
emerging out into the Radio Tower Supply Room high up on the northern ridge).

How This Shift Manifests in Key Village Locations

1. The General Store $\rightarrow$ The Ridge Shortcut:

o Base World Room: The merchant's shop, stocked with shelves of radios, headphones,
and hardware.

o Rift Variant Room: Identical store layout, but the back inventory wall is gone, replaced
by a quiet stone corridor.

o Destination: Walking down that corridor and stepping out the far door places the player
inside the locked Radio Tower Station Shack on the high mountain.

2. The Parish Charger Exchange $\rightarrow$ The Catacombs:

o Base World Room: The high-ceilinged altar where the player spawned, wrapped in
copper cables and glowing vacuum tubes.

o Rift Variant Room: The same altar room, but the grand stained-glass window is open
like a archway, leading onto a hidden stone ledge above the valley.

o Destination: The ledge leads directly into the upper canyon path overlooking the
Graveyard.

3. The Village Well $\rightarrow$ Midtown Sub-Level:

o Base World Room: A small stone pump-house room beside the well.

o Rift Variant Room: Same pump-house, but the floor drain is replaced by a wide spiral
staircase.

o Destination: Descending the stairs leads directly out into the backstage area of the
Grand Theater.

Gameplay Loop & Puzzle Mechanics

e Environmental Observation: The player learns to examine room layouts carefully in the
base world. "There's a doorframe shape etched into the brick here, but no door..."

e Frequency Tuning: Playing Moonsinthe at that spot shifts them into the threshold room
where the door actually exists.



e Unlocking Base World Navigation: By using these threshold rooms as spatial shortcuts,
the player gradually opens up interconnected paths and backdoors all across addr.bar
without ever breaking the grounded 3D logic of the world.

Would you like to detail the layout and asset variations for one of these Shifted Threshold
Rooms (showing the base room side-by-side with its rift counterpart), or map out how the
player uses these shortcuts to progress through the village quests?
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